
ACADEMIC LIFE

«The unity of
Christians will
not come from

refined theoretical dis-
cussions where every-
one will try to outdo
the other with the
soundness of their
opinions. The Son of
Man will come and
we will still be dis-
cussing...». 

With these words, Pope Francis
closed the 2015 Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity 2015, stressing
the need to give priority to other
ways.

Following this indication, the
Alberto Hurtado Centre for Faith
and Culture proposed for the 2015-
2016 academic year a cycle of con-
ferences focusing on “The Unity of
Christians along a common path”. A
series of 14 fortnightly meetings to

The Unity of Christians 
along a common path

Interview with Fr. Sandro Barlone SJ,
Fr. Giuseppe Bonfrate,

and Professor Stella Morra
by PAOLO PEGORARO

The Alberto Hurtado Centre 
launched a cycle 
of annual conferences 
on the various aspects 
of ecumenism. 
The originality of this programme
lies in the focus given 
to academic conferences, 
to monastic life, to the testimony
of martyrdom and to common prayer.
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discuss the various aspects of ecu-
menism in the present and in the
shared experience of martyrdom.
«This allows us to see what unites
us, which is greater than what di-
vides us, and to remember the
blood of those who have borne
witness to this, unto death», com-
mented Fr. Sandro Barlone, who
directs the Centre with the help of
professors Giuseppe Bonfrate and
Stella Morra.

 Is bearing witness to unity
still a priority for the Catholic Church?

Barlone: «Achieving a visible unity is
what defines ecumenical awareness, which,
on one hand makes real the hope in Jesus
and, on the other hand, lengthens the un-
veiling reality, by making visible what is
still invisible. The God nobody has ever
seen and Whom the Only-Begotten Son has
revealed, becomes visible in the unity of His
children. This lengthening fits well with the
image of a journey to be still completed, but
already underway: The Unity of Christians
along a common path».

 The initial conferences, held
by Professor Alberto Melloni and
by Dr. Bogdan Tătaru-Cazaban,
provided an overview on the reno-
vation of ecumenical dialogue fifty
years after Vatican II. What is the
next step?

Morra: «In this Jubilee Year,
mercy integrates, according to Ire-
naeus’ extraordinary reading of the
parable of the lost sheep, the anxiety
of seeking, on the part of Christ, all
those who have fallen away or lost
their way and of re-joining them to
the unity with the Father. And if we
cannot find the path leading to one-
ness with God on our own, we will
find it standing on the shoulders of
the Shepherd».
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Prof. Alberto Melloni 
(Fondazione per 
le Scienze Religiose 
Giovanni XXIII, Bologna),
Card. Peter Kodwo 
Appiah Turkson, 
President of the 
Pontifical Council 
for Justice and Peace, 
and Fr. James Puglisi S.A.,
Superior 
General of the Franciscan
Friars of the Atonement

Previous page:
A moment from the vigil
for the Week of Prayer 
for Christians Unity, 
animated 
by Taizé Community.
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 Significant space 
was given to ecu-

menical monastic ex-
perience, with three
meetings on the com-
munities of Chemin
Neuf, of Bose and of
Taizé....

Bonfrate: «The as-
piration to realise a
space for everyone
pertains to the practi-
cal and spiritual di-
mension, an exercise
in hospitality that is
not limited exclusively
to the material but
also pertains to the
spirit: to make space
inside us so as to able

to welcome the other. Desire comes before
reality, and it is in the former that strikes
root the imagination that gives shape to
hope. 

Monastic life brings that unitive drive
to the present: aspiration and action, cus-
tody of liturgical and spiritual legacy, per-
manent experience of hospitality for all
those who knock, ask and search. The root
leads, binds tradition with reform, an effec-
tive prophesy that reveals the future which
is the time of the promise of God incarnated
in the hodie of those who act for the King-
dom of God».

 In addition to this “fully experi-
enced ecumenism,” Pope Francis insists
on the “ecumenism of the blood.” The

meetings of the second semester were ded-
icated to this theme, with testimonies from
Russia, the Middle East, Asia, Europe and
Africa.

Bonfrate: «In blood dogmatic differences
are tempered: upholding the value of the
human person is paramount when one acts
through self-giving. There are part of the
world where Christians stretch out their
hands to safeguard freedom and dignity, to
defend life not only in war zones, but also
in places where peace is only a simulacrum.
They stretch out their hands where the in-
tegrity of a fragile humanism is injured - but
still is the intangible reflection of Christ - ,
when the value of differences, the duty of
reciprocity and the beauty of the symphony
are neglected».

 The programme includes a Liturgy
of the Word officiated by Cardinal Kurt
Koch, a reflection on mercy by Cardinal
Appiah Turkson and an intercession en-
trusted to Mgr. Matteo Zuppi.

Barlone: «Prayer is the only force capa-
ble of disarming violence. Wars of religion
first and then secularisation have killed
people and words. We have to restart with
the words of prayer, restoring their interces-
sion value, their ability to bring heaven and
earth closer together. By uttering those
words we will become coherent thought
and action, body sanctified by holy words
capable of turning this world into the habitat
of heaven where the unity of the human
race is prefigured». 
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Dr. Bogdan 
Tătaru-Cazaban, 

Romanian Ambassador 
to the Holy See.

Down: Enzo Bianchi,
founder of the 

Bose Community, 
and the 

Rector Magnificus 
Fr. François-Xavier 

Dumortier SJ.
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